


OSHA Standards Applicable to Medical 
Offices

References Emergency 
Action & Fire 

Prevention Plan



Standard: Emergency Action Plan



Standard: Fire Prevention Plan



Guidance: Pandemic/Public Health Emergency

https://www.osha.gov/coronavirus/control-prevention/healthcare-workers

https://www.osha.gov/coronavirus/control-prevention/healthcare-workers


Enforcement :  Pandemic/Publ ic  Health Emergency

Enforcement Instructions Effective 3/12/2021:
https://www.osha.gov/memos/2021-03-12/updated-interim-enforcement-response-plan-coronavirus-disease-2019-
covid-19

Cross References CDC Recommendations updated 2/10/2021: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
Links to 3/21/2021 Updates:   
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html

NEW

https://www.osha.gov/memos/2021-03-12/updated-interim-enforcement-response-plan-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html


Medical Practices – Now What?

Fire Prevention and Emergency Action 
Plan to Include:
• Fire Prevention
• Electrical Safety
• Exit Routes
• Pandemic/Public Health Emergency
• Other Likely Emergencies based on Hazards



Fire Prevention

Storing of 
Flammable 
Materials

Reactive 
Chemicals

Clutter and 
Stored 

Material

Prohibit 
Smoking

Maintenance 
of Fire 

Extinguishers 
and Smoke 
Detectors



Electrical Standards

Space 
Heaters

Extension 
Cords

Maintain 
Equipment



Exit Routes

Lighted Exit 
Signs

All Doors 
Labeled

Exit Doors 
Unlocked 

During 
Business Hours

Exit Route 
Maps

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/evacuation/floorplan_demo.html

https://www.osha.gov/SLTC/etools/evacuation/floorplan_demo.html


Pandemic Emergency

Long Term: 
Exposure 
Control 

Plan

Short Term: 
Emergency 
Action Plan



Other Emergencies

Accounting Procedures
• Accounting for Employees
• Accounting for Patients

Meeting Spot
• Evacuation
• Shelter in Place

Alerts and Alarms
• Assignments
• Types of Alerts



Emergencies Requiring Evacuation or 
Shelter in Place

Fire 
• Fire Extinguishers
• Fire Alarms

Severe Weather
• Hurricane
• Flood
• Tornado/Other

Workplace Violence
• Active Shooter
• Civil Disturbance
• Bomb Threat



Training, Drills and Inspections

Keep Documentation



Continuous Improvement: PDCA
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